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SERMON I. 


BY REV. A. L. STONE, 


PASTOR OF PARK-STREET CHUROH, BOSTON. 


THE FINAL CONFLICT. 
“. , . Tue battle of that great day of God Almighty.”—Rev. 16: 14. 


WE open the book of God’s written revelation to-day, to the stir- 
ring of these martial words, to this majestic imagery of war. It is 
no collision of outposts of which we thus read, no trifling skirmish 
upon which we come, but the final conflict where host meets host 
in the grapple that shall/never be parted till one of them bites the 
dust, and God himself in his omnipotence takes the field. We open 
too to-day the book of God’s revealing providence, amid the same, 
imagery of embattled forces, imagery not ideal and rhetorical, 
but, sternly and grimly visible and real. The New Year gives us 
its salutation on these American shores not by the ringing of joy- 
bells through all the peaceful villages, and above the hazy and 
quiet air of great cities, but by salvos of artillery from a hundred 
waiting batteries, behind which lie armed squadrons eager for the 
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trumpet’s blast and the leader’s word. The noon of the nineteenth 
century, this latest century of light and Christian progress, is past, 
and yet the voices we are listening to, upon the bigghday of another 
year, are not the voices of a great human chorus giving back an 
echo to the angelic, “ Glory to God in the highest, on earth pEack, 
good-will unto men,” but voices chanting such*psalms as this: 


“ All forward! All forward! 
All fopward to conquer! Where free hearts are beating. 
Death to the coward who dreams of retreating ; 
Liberty calls us from mountain and valley ; 
Waving her banner, she to the fight. 
Forward! all forward!” are crying; 
The drum beats to arms, and our old flag is flying ; 
Stout hearts and strong hands around it shall rally ; 
Forward to battle for God and the Right.” 


It would not be strange if the events of the past three years in 
our land should have contradicted and revolutionized many popular 
ideas as to the methods of human progress. It has ae the 
thought of most of us, perhaps, that the early ages of human his- 
tory, or those ages that antedate history mi ht be ages of turbu- 
lence and passion, of strife, commotion, and blood; but that out 
of those great fierce struggles the race would emerge into light 
and peace and order. Can we not point to the softening and ame- 
liorating influences and effects of an advancing Christian civil- 
ization? Have we not seen times of barbarism receding into the 
gloomy past, and hiding themselves behind the dim Eastern sky, 
out of which, since, the dawn has risen? The age when “ might 
made right,” has not that sunk, like a fiery constellation of the 
night-time? The age of freebooting, that kept its strongholds along 
the castled Rhine of human story, when mail-clad robbery watch- 
ed for prey like a hawk from its eyrie, and swept down into the 
vales of lowly and undefended life, and snatched the fruits of 
peaceful and honest industry for its own spoil, and behind inac- 
cessible battlements, within portcullis and drawbridge, sated it- 
self upon its plunder—has not the growing supremacy of law, the 
mightier scepter of moral ideas diffused on all the atmosphere of 
mind, banished this rough and rude age from the dwelling-places 
of —, sat , 

ave we not expected that the marches of human progress 
would be more sad onaie peaceful marches ? that, in pro artic as 
we gained upon past epochs, the gain would be evinced by mul- 
tiplying scenes of public tranquillity, chaining down certainly all 
ferocious human passions, lor mee et beasts of prey, if not into 
angels of mercy, at least into harmless lambs, and marking the vic- 
torious Christian age as an age of universal brotherhood and love ? 
Doesn’t this idea correspond with the language of prophecy : * The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
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¢ 
with the kid and the calf and the young lion and the fatling to-' 
gether, and a little child shall lead them”? We have lodked then 
to see the rough places of the earth made smooth, the wilderness 
becoming a garden ; instead of the thorn, the fir-tree; instead of 
the brier, the myrtle-tree ; the sword beaten into the plowshare ; 
the spear converted to a pruning-hook ; to hear less frequently of 
wars and rumors of wars; to see the ties of amity binding the 
nations together, and the families of each nation dwelling side by 
side under the domed roof of their common country, like brothers 
and sisters in the same household home. Our idea of the coming 
of a millennium has been this gradually victorious uprooting of 
evil; the gradual and proximate bringing in of good; loss to 
wrong and guile and crime by successive depletion; gain to right 
and honesty and virtue by slow augmentation, till the one force 
was in 4 hopeless minority, and finally outlawed from the earth, 
and the other was in a triumphant eee its scepter daily 
strengthening, till at last it was all undisputed. The process as 
we fancied it should be, as we thought our eyes beheld it, was like 
that of breaking day—a little fading of the deep darkness, not to 
be succeeded by blacker night, but to gather added beams; the 
blackness paling more and more; the east brightening faster and 
ever faster; clouds indeed lingering and vapors hanging low with. 
their misty vail over earth’s bosom; but the monarch light, the 
upleaping sun, touching even clouds with resplendent aga 
making the vapors warm and rosy as a flush of virgin joy. . 
what is Christianity doing, if she is not effecting the actual intro- 
duction of this reign of peace! Is she not rolling back the tide 
of intemperance? Is she not harnessing idleness and vice to 
honest and soul-saving industry? Is she not testifying against 
war? Is she not administering to men and nations her great 
acific panacea: “ Thou shalt not covet”? Is she not bridling: 
fiahain tempers, curbing the human tongue, inculcating meekness 
forbearance, and forgiveness, and diffusing through the public mind’ 
the radical leaven of her golden rule; and so making wars impos- 
sible as fast and as fa®as she scatters abroad her olive-leaves? Has_ 
she gained nothing in all this long and costly crusade which she - 
has been prosecuting since she sewed the cross to her breast, and, 
like Constantine the Great, read her commission in the heavens, 
“In hoe signo, vince ”—* by this symbol, cones ™y 
How men talked before the Crimean War! How we all talked, 
preachers and moralists, and every man, with the hope in him that 
the kingdom of the Devil should become the kingdom of our Lord f. 
We said : There may be sanguinary combats among Tartar and, 
Zulu tribes and on cannibal coasts, but there can never be any 
great war again between Christian nations. And weenumerated to 
ourselves the reasons for our positive conviction. We said: Christ- 
ianity is against it, and Christianity is a high force in the earth. 
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. 
Commerce is against it, and commerce is next to omnipotent with 
some nations, sitting in the very place of Jehovah. Treaties are 
against it ; the Church is against it, with all her mjnistry and teach- 
ings; the testimony of the past, the richest investments of the 
present, the hopes of the future ; the world’s best progress—against 
it; and while these words were on our lips, the mighty thunders 
of battle woke, and the earth’reeled with the shocks of the spurn- 
ing and quaking artillery; her veins ran red with blood, and her 
bosom was scarred with war’s multitudinous and hurried graves. 
Is it not more than possible then, after all, that we have mis- 
taken the character of the final triumphs of humanity and Christ- 
ianity? Are they to be peaceful triumphs? The issue is to be 
peace and quietness, love and harmony. Are the victories to be 
the soft and gentle overcoming of light and truth, winning their 
way by just reason and persuasion?  Orare they to be gained in 
the bloodiest grapple of the long-opposing forces which the pen 
of history ever had or ever shall have to record ? 
That is the question I raise to-day? Whence shall we seek 
light for its solution ? 
1. In the first place, it lies level to the most superficial observa- 
tion that this, our earth, was chosen of God as the theater of a 
eat judicial conflict. This world is not a pleasure-garden in 
God’s realm, in which white-footed and barefooted angels may 
walk at the cool of day, fearing no thorns or flinty roughness, and 
inhaling only the fragrance of roses and spices. It is not a place 
of idle sauntering for any citizens of God’s empire, just giving 
teful shade, and musical with birds and fountains. It is a 
rough battle-field, on which Good and Evil are met to strive for 
the mastery. All the good are on one.side and all the bad on 
the other, and there are no neutrals. Natural humanity is on the 
side of evil, for it is full of that spirit of selfishness which is the 
F ats) of disruption, of disunion, of rebellion—the spirit of the 
vil. The conflict is not for the possession of this one province of 
the empire merely, it is to decide great principles in God’s moral 
geomet, which his creatures must see ig history before the 
irly measure them or render them due homage. It is to teac 
the spirit of rebellion what alone such a history and such an ex- 
perience can teach, and by the memory and the record of this 
strife and its issue, confirm from thenceforth all loyalty forever. 
It would not be strange then at all, if in a world so purposed and 
elected, the conflict should ever be keener; the progress be not 
more and more pacific, but more and more troubled and stormy ; 
the struggle should ever gather to itself on either side more mas- 
terful forces, and the final battle be more resolute and deadly, as 
it is to be more determinate than any that have gone before. 
_ 2. But let us, in the second place, descend for a little from the 
broad view, to details of the engagement, and see how the strife 
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in the individual heart—what the law of progress, and what 
the character of the most decisive victories. Leave out the more 
spiritual aspects of the conflict for a moment, and come in upon 
one who is wrestling with some evil habit. Here is a man 

ing to break away from the bands of Intemperance. His first 
efforts are feeble and ineffectual. His convictions of the stern 
nature of the struggle are not yet what they will need to 
be before he can succeed. He doesn’t understand the power of 
his adversary. All his measures are mild, all his efforts are lan- 
guid. He thinks he ‘shall gain an easy victory. He seeks to 
overcome by a gradual breaking away from the fetters cast upon 
him. The strain reveals povcy Seon of their massive and steely 
strength. He tries gentleness and moderation long enough to see 
that they only play into the hands of the enemy. It begins to 
dawn upon him that nothing but a terrible final duel can lay his 
enemy prostrate. Now the grim appetite rises in its strength. 
The soul too seeks to put on power. It thinks of whatever may 
stimulate its Re ate oe wasted, health blasted, name dis- 
honored, family comfort and peace desolated, life imperiled—and 
meets the dread hour. It has need’ of all the heroism it can sum- 
mon up. It never knew till now what the contest must be, and 
more than once now, doing its best, it may be worsted. It must 
yet put forth a more desperate strength. The battle that wins 
for it deliverance, that breaks the tyrant’s scepter, will be the 
fiercest battle of all the war. 

So it is with all the vices—with every evil habit. When the 
soul’s alarm is first excited, the emotion is no ways commensurate 
with the greatness of the hazard. It is a new idea that there is 
danger. Pride and self-confidence receive it slowly. The first | 
declaration of war is civil and conciliatory. But the bonds are 
not broken so. At length the nature of the crisis is perceived, 
and the battle is joined in deadly earnest. That is the battle 
that wins the day. Not till then is there hope of disenthrallment. 

‘Is it not thus with the more spiritual struggles for the new 
spiritual life? The soul begins perhaps by entertaining graver 
thoughts. That is well, but that doesn’t end it. It isn’t even 
the beginning of the end. It reasons with its wild and lawless 
propensities The headstrong rioters laugh at such proclamations. 

hey are paper-bullets. It seeks to realize an outward reforma- . 
tion. This is no more than cutting off the outposts of evil—shoot- 
ing down — or two. It tries exercises, Bible-reading, pray- 
ing, good-willing ; but only to discern more clearly how immovab 
the heart. The-heart is yet securely intrenched. The citadel 
has not been carried. The soul becomes more in earnest, and the 
forces waken and multiply on either side—the truth pleads, and 
conscience, and fear, nd the Holy Ghost, and the world pleads— . 


and the flesh and the adversary. This will be another struggle 
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from any that have gone before. It will be a striving unto blood. 
It will be a grapple for life or death. The soul, if it wins, comes 
out of it after all, pale and spent, with scarce strength to raise the 
shout of victory. ° 

Is not this private and individual strife an epitome of the larger— 
the public—the universal and comprehensive struggle? Are not 
the Final conflicts ever the most desperate? Is not the fact of 
hopeful progress declared, not by increasing pacification, but by 
the growing sternness and fierceness of the contest ? 

Let us go up again now unto the levels of the conflict. Evil 
has been long a worker in the world which God made. It has 
wrought subtly and diligently. It has leavened with a terrible 
universality. It has penetrated every human heart, and has some 
hold there still. It has pervaded government, and laws, and in- 
stitutions, and literature, and customs, and religions, and has 
mighty forces under every one of these banners on its side. Yield- 
ing the earth at first to its over-running, in due time God enters 
the lists against it. A foothold is gained for right, for truth, for 
righteousness, for virtue, for whatever names and forms the coop 
may assume. Buta foothold is not a conquest. There must be 
forces and weapons with which to wage the war, and achieve the con- 
quest. How long and slow the process of forging and tempering 
such weapons, and enlisting, drilling, and training to victorious 
warfare, such forces! There must be a banner uplifted for Jeho- 
vah. It is put into the hand of Seth, and Enoch, and Noah, and 
Abraham—but a few unarmed patriarchs can’t subdue the earth. 
The Church must be born; must be led through the wilderness ; 
must measure its valor with Amalekites and Canaanites. A Bible 
_ must be first enacted, then written, then attested, then shown to 
be puissant over the mightiest intéllect, over the hardest heart. 
The Church and the Bible must diffuse light, put into .circulation 

t ideas, enlist human thought and speech, build up impregna- 

le arguments, call into their service the numbers of kindling and 
martial songs, array and discipline their enthusiastic volunteers, 
till they move with the steady front and even tread of veteran 
armies, and are furnished with the most effective artillery the 
‘progress of science has invented. In all this forward movement 
there are, of course, minor victories. Every step of advance is in its 
measure a triumph; but the great battle is yet to be. This is but 
bringing up the cohorts of war. All this takes time, costs treas- 
ure, requires patience and faith. A Bible isn’t made in a day. 
A Church equipped and disciplined for this world’s conquest is not 


gathered in a day. The work of enlisting, drilling, and arming is 
a work of slow ages. Meanwhile, by all this gain, evil is not put 
to rout; on earth is scarcely weakened. Evil avails itself also 
of the improved methods of warfare—calls in science, and art, and 
philosophy, and metaphysics, and exploration, and human experi- 
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ence to its own aid, and as God’s host puts on daily courage and _ 
strength, so evil summons heart and audacity to abide the shock. 
The future then of the contest is yet to be the bloodiest and the 
most eventful. And our advance toward this brooding future is 
not, as we had supposed, to be more and more undisputed, but to 
be amid deepening peril, and constantly nearing the onset and the 
carnage. 
gy Sean which we have taken as our starting-point to- 
day, furnishes us with a most vivid, because pictorial, view of the 
definite forces of evil combining for this last issue. ‘“ And I saw,” 
says the Revelator, “three unclean spirits like frogs come out of 
the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and | 
out of the mouth of the false prophet.” And these three are the 
_— that have gone forth unto the kings of the earth, and of 
the whole world, to gather them to God’s great battle. The three’ 
—_ symbols here named—“ the Dragon,” “the Beast,” “the 
alse Prophet ”—are understood to be the old serpent, who is the 
arch enemy of God and man, and the originator of all evil; the 
anti-Christian power of Papal Rome, and the great Mohammedan 
imposture. In the later times, and the last conflicts, these will not 
—— perhaps as old historic forces and vitalities, in their own 
elder and proper forms, but issuing forth from them, their — 


y 
and progeny of evil to curse the world and defy the truth, three 


subtle, powerful, and malignant spirits will take up. the champion- 
f gn P P P 


ship of falsehood and wrong. That which proceeds from the 
mouth of the Dragon will be in an especial manner the force of 
direct and vital spiritual wickedness—that which attacks all re 
ligion and owns the authority of none—rHE micuT or oPEN In- 
FIDELITY AND RANK ATHEISM, with its concomitants of licentious- 
ness, blasphemy, and every abominable and shameless corruption. 
That from the mouth of the Beast represents infallible headshi 
and tyrannical absolutism, and is coincident with all manner 
civil wrong and political oppression. It is the oa of despotism, 
injustice, slavery, cruelty, and all that opposes the rights and the 
manhood of man. The third is a lying spirit, clothed in light as 
though a messenger from God, and teaching fatal error under the 
uise and sanctities of religions claiming to be authentic and 
men It is the spirit of false and prostituted religions. ~ 
When these three combine against God and his people—Saddu- 
ceeism, with audacious head ; Absolutism, with a chained fellow- 
man beneath its heel; and False Religion, binding and loosing 
human consciences with a lie—then will that last great battle be join- 
ed, whose fortunes and whose fluctuations will issue in giving the 
kingdom to the saints of the most High God. 
ere will yet be such a combination. There is yet to rock the 
perturbed earth the tumult of that battle-day. Evil is not to be 
quietly dispossessed of its seat in this fair province of God. It . 
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holds by immemorial possession. It shall please God to show the 
full prowess of truth. The mightiest rally of evil in its united 
strength will be permitted. Gog and Magog will be gathered to 
the war. The False Prophet, the Beast, and the old on will 
consolidate their divisions in one dread array. Christianity will 
advance her banner, and sound her charge. Considering what 
she is called to encounter, considering the long historic past, con- 
sidering all the prophetic intimations, it will not be strange if she 
is called to contend against carnal weaponry. While her heralds 
are publishing her edicts, and echoing her voices of love and 
mercy, the institutions that spring up under her nurture, guard- 
ing the rights of man, and preserving the unity and integrity of 
states, may demand for their rescue and defense, that sword be op- 
posed to sword, and the assaults of violence be rolled back by stron 
arms and dauntless hearts. That “Armageddon” of the Lord, 
on which evil, with all its myrmidons, is finally to fall down slain, 
will be, we believe, not figuratively, but in some part of it, and 
in the high places of the field, literally, an “aceldama.” There 
will be “ the thunder of the captains,” “ with confused noise and 
garments rolled in blood.” 

Let it not then shake our faith in God, or in prophecy, or in 
human progress, that we are seeking to-day, as this New Year 
opens, to steady our feet upon a continent shaking and rocking in 
the convulsions of civil war. Thisis not retrogression, but advance ; 
not a sign of failing, but an occasion of firm establishment. Did 
we believe that an experiment such as ours, striking so fatally at 
the yet vital spirit of Absolutism among the nations, would be 
suffered peacefully to succeed? That were against the testimony 
of all the past. The gigantic rebellion that leapt at the throat of 
our national life had its inspiration in the life of that second spirit 
of evil, the hoarse murmuring, loquacious, arrogant, inflated, slimy, 
and polluted frog of political tyranny and oppression. Its first 
success was incidental to the largeness of the freedom we give to 
citizens of all the land, and the right of representation and pro- 
tection for every interest. And the question poising now as the 
scales of battle waver ; the question on whose issue mankind waits ; 
the question which is our sacred national trust from heaven, is 
this: “Can Law and Liberty dwell together?” For the triumph- 
ant solution of that question we are giving our millions of treasure, 
and the dearest and reddest blood of our homes and our veins. 
‘Too much we can not give. Here pauses the march of humanity. 
If it go forward, it’ must go forward over prostrate rebellion, its 
life trampled out forever. If we fail to meet this stern summons, 
we have ignominiously laid down our arms in one part of God’s 
great battle-field. 

But we shall not fail. The battle is God’s. He has awoke us 
to its grandeur. He has given us power to wage it well. He will 
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raise us up heroes togo before us. He willcurb the unfriendliness of 
foreign nations, eager to humble us in the strait of our great trial. 
He will make war itself an educator for our youth and our child- 
hood, in all manly, heroic, and noble virtues. The nurture of 
war depends upon what men are fighting for, whether on the 
side of evil or good. We have no questions of os of policy, 
of intrigue, to settle with any earthly power. But the one ques- 
tion of what is just and right and lawful with all cabinets and 
nations. ! 

Let no man’s heart tremble that the year opens under such aus- 
ices. We ought to be grave. Nero fiddled while Rome was 
urning. We are not to usher in the year with festive dances, 

rather with self-sacrificing purposes and fervent prayers. But let 
us be calm and hopeful. Let us be true and faithful. We ma 
see darker days yet before the cloud passes by. Let us not blene 
or despond. Let us never repent of doing right and maintaining 
right. We are fighting on God’s side, and can afford to take the 
issue with him. The ear that has closed has been the strangest 


in Time’s long chronicle. The year upon which we have entered 
may be the most eventful. But let us not doubt that, if we are 
loyal to our trust, beyond this chasm that has opened deep and 
wide across the breadth of our land, it will be seen that Humanity, 
the cause of Freedom and gt ppaogy an. and the en of 


Christ, have advanced within this one troubled year, as by more 
than the slow ripening of a century in the quiet years and the 
sluggish histories when the temple of Janus is shut. 

‘So purposing, so believing, and so hoping, let us exchange again 
the old, cheerful, and prayerful salutation of the season, for one an- 
other, for the loyal North, for the whole land and our fellow-man: 
“A happy New Year!” 
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SERMON II. 


BY REY. J. M. SHERWOOD. 


DECAY OF FAMILY POWER. 


‘* Anp he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.”—Matacui 4: 6. 


THE text is in the form of a prediction. The Old Testament 
closes with the remarkable announcement, “ Behold, I will send 
you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and notable 
day of the Lord,” and the object and effect of his mission shall be 
what is set,forth in our text, namely, to reform mankind, and brin 

* the world back to those elementary principles or institutes, onlined 
of old for human improvement cf salvation. Elijah was raised 
up for the special work of reforming the Jewish nation of its hor- 
rible wickedness under the reign of Ahab and Jezebel, and restor- 
ing it to the Divine favor. And John the Baptist, the Elijah of 
the Gospel dispensation, was to come “in the spirit and power of 
Elijah ” to call the world to repentancé, and prepare it to receive 
the Messiah. His special mission was that of a reformer. He 
came to preach repentance. ‘ Repent ye, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is at hand” was the burden of his cry. The nation was not in 
a-state to receive the Gospel. It was gross, sensual, and devilish. 
The very foundations of virtue were worn away and needed to be 
relaid. Degeneracy and corruption were so deep-seated and uni- 
versal that it was necessary to begin at the beginning; not with 
the church or the state or society, but with the family, the fountain 
of moral influence, and build up again the family constitution which 
irreligion and vice had overthrown; “turn the heart of the fathers 
to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers,” that 
the curse of God might be averted. 

We have here, then, the Divine plan of reforming and saving 
mankind. This prophetic utterance has application to all ages and 
nations. It embodies the wisdom of God, and is entitled to our 
serious consideration. The ministry of John the Baptist, in its aims 
and effects, was meant to foreshadow the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
and the genius of the Gospel—the practical workings of those prin- 
ciples which are to regenerate human society, and Christianize the 
world. Christianity is God’s ordained instrument to plant and ex- 
tend his kingdom on earth; and, contrary to the teachings of the 
schools, and the expectations of the wise, it shall not do this by the 

wer of the state, by the force of law, by ecclesiastical organisms, 

y the influence of fraternities, or by means of patronage, learning, 
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aud wealth, but by simply recognizing and invoking the original ele- 
mental scavinlensh nan jeby going with the Word and Spirit of 
God down to the foundation of all life and all government; by sim- 

ly “turning the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
Sows of the children to their fathers.” 

The teaching of the text is this: The Gospel seeks to accomplish 
its mission of life by the power of Family Religion—by invigorating 
and purifying the family constitution— by drawing closer and sanc- 
tifying the bonds of domestic affection and life; and if it fails to do 
this, it fails of its end; and the curse of God will smite the earth in 
punishment of the neglect, and for the sin and corruption conse- 
quent upon it. To “turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers,” is descriptive of the 
effect of the Gospel on the family. Affection is the great family 
bond, and the chief element of power in domestic life. And Christ- 
ianity appeals powerfully to the affections of our natyre. There is 
a mighty force in it to excite and purify, to strengthen and exalt . 
them. t it once enter and rule a family, and it will direct and 
intensify the affections, deepen the love and interest felt toward 
each member of the little circle, invest with new responsibilities the 
relations of life, and call forth more earnest effort for the welfare of 
the entire household. Now “the heart of the fathers is turned to 
their children ” in the spirit of yearning tenderness and inexpres- 
sible solicitude, and “ the heart of the children” responds in the 
spirit of filial love and obedience. Now family affection and influ- 
ence and intercourse are sanctified to the Lord and to the high ends 
of rational life, Now family government is wisely administered, 
and the family institute is duly honored and made to subserve the 
great ends of God’s moral government, and becomes a powerful 
auxiliary of the State and the Church in maintaining social order 
and virtue. A family not under a religious training and influence 
is a fountain of social corruption. God classes such families with 
the heathen, and threatens to pour out his fury upon them. It is 
the guilt and irreligion and corrupting influence of such families 
which cause the earth to be smitten so often and so terribly “ with 
acurse.” Here, at the foundation, the work of mischief and ruin 
begins, Here are the sources of infidelity and vice and disorder, of 
social, political, and religious declension and overthrow. 

Is there a widespread corruption of morals pervading society ? 
Are patriotism and integrity wanting, and tbe pillars of the nation 
rembling ? Is the spirit of revivals almost dead, and the work of 
conversion well-nigh ceased? Has God begun to smite the land 
with a curse, and are the signs of the times full of alarm? Depend 
upon it, the main, the primary cause of it all may be traced up to 
‘ the Family. The neglect, the sin is there. This fundamental ele- 
mentary institution is not honored, but abused and pesvertes The 
heart of the fathers does not go out after the children, seeking by 
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a and discipline and faithful instruction their early conversion 
to God, and their right training for the high duties of life; and the 
heart of the children is not turned to their fathers in the spirit of 
reverence, honor, and obedience. The Fifth Commandment is 
broken, and the promise annexed is forfeited. Depravity is not 
taken in hand in season, and it grows strong, and breaks over re- 
straint, and corrupts society, and provokes the judgments of God 
by its excesses. 

There are three fundamental agencies by which Divine Wisdom 
seeks to reform and save the world—the Family, the State, and the 
Chufch. They sustain most intimate relations to each other. They 
underlie all goodness, all prosperity and order. To destroy or im- 
pair one of these agencies is to undermine the hope and welfare of 
the world. They are the foundations which eternal Wisdom early 
laid and which eternal Providence has preserved to the righteous 
amidst the decay and change of six thousand years. They are es- 
sential to the world’s salvation. And not the least important of 
the three is the Family. It is more radical than the others, and 
7 can not exist without it. 

t is a wonderful arrangement, this division of the whole human 
family into little separate communities, each community a little 
government, a miniature world by itself—marriage the foundation, 
love the bond, and divine authority the governing power. Such an 
arrangement, simple as it is, touches all the elementary and radical 
principles of human nature. The family power is the fountain of 
all moral power jn the world. Without such an agency we can not 
see how religion could ever have gained a footing in it. During all 
the patriarchal ages the family alone preserved the knowledge and 
worship of God. But for such an arrangement, the religion of the 
Bible could not have survived the flood, could never have been 
separated from the polytheism which again quickly overrun the 
earth, and secured to itself a righteous seed through the family of 
“the father of the faithful.” It was the family which first gave re- 
ligion root in our fallen nature, which secured the covenant of pro- 
mise, on which rests the whole fabric of God’s kingdom on earth— 
which laid the foundation of the Jewish state and church, and finally 
gave a Redeemer to the world. Without such an institution not one 
of all these things, so essential to man’s redemption, could have been 
accomplished. And without it, even in this ripe age of the world, 
society could not be kept from relapsing into barbarism, and uni- 
versal corruption. Now, as ever, in the sanctity of marriage as 
originally ordained; in the purity and strength of the domestic vir- 
tues and ties, and in the training of the family, are thé radical ele- 
ments of individual and national life and redemption. 

We can not estimate the full value of such an agency. We can‘ 
not tell all its vital bearings on the kingdom of Christ, and on the 
world at large. It takes man from his mother’s breast and educates 
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him for life. It cradles him amidst influences and associations the 
strongest and the holiest, to move and mould human character. It 
gives direction to the mind and to all the forces of one’s nature. It 
lays scarcely felt yet powerful restraints on depravity. It accus- 
toms one to obedience. It tends to form the habits aright. . It 
nurses and develops the better part of man’s nature. And when 
the proper place is given to religion in the family, it becomes the 
most efficient agency for salvation. The converts of the Gospel 
mostly come from well-governed and godly families. ? 
Where the family power is neglected or D apligens religion has 
nothing to build upon; depravity is left to do its work unchetked. 
What power has society to restrain or reform, or the doctrines and 
institutions of the church to teach and regenerate the children of an 
ignorant, unrestrained, disobedient parentage? The only sure way 
to build up Christ’s kingdom; to make society intelligent and vir- 
tuous, and secure to the state the elements of real strength and pros- 
perity, is to make the family what it should be. The bonds of do- 
mestic life must be drawn close and made vital with Gospel light 
and love. The household must be sanctified. An altar to intel- 
ligence and virtue and piety must be built on every hearthstone. 
Religion must hallow the songs of the nursery, and teach infant li 
to pray, and urge on childhood the lessons of goodness, and pervade 
the entire intercourse and relations of home with its heavenly in- 
fluence. There is hope for the state, and hope for the world so long 
as religion finds a home and an altar in the Family. If some fear- 
ful judgment were to sweep away the visible Church and dash 
down the State, with the aid of the Family, under God, we could 
lay anew, as Noah did after the flood, the foundations of both, and 
build up the superstructure stronger and better than it was before. 
It was mainly the virtue of the Family that planted and nour- 
ished the New-England colonies, and laid such broad and deep 
foundations for the church and the state in this new world. The 
fear of God, and the love of liberty, reverence for law and order, 
thrift, and energy, and forethought, these were the virtues which 
our pilgrim sires taught their children. And had the character of 
the Puritan Family been ri idly maintained, and its influence been 
made paramount in all the 4 , this cursed rebellion which is now 
spilling the life-blood of the nation, and pg: is; « our very ex- 
istence, had never been. The South has no Family institution as 
God ordained it. And the New-England home, where it exists, 
has lost much of its high character. Much is being said on the - 
subject of reconstruction, when the rebellion shall have been put. 
down. Politicians and statesmen are ready with their remedi 
and measures; but not one of them all will reach the real difficul- 
| Pf and build up a permanent and prosperous union and greatness. 
olitical reforms, constitutional provisions, legislative enactments, 
emancipation, and confiscation, victories in the field, and a masterly 
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administrative policy—none of these things will heal the deadly 
wound, and remove the cause of this civil strife. The nation must 
begin anew; and it must make thorough work of it. It must 
come back to first principles, and educate the rising generation to 
fear God, and eschew evil, and ‘love our country, and meet the ob- 
ligations of Christian citizens, and cherish a forgiving spirit, and 
strive for the things that make for peace. We must rebuild the 
foundations, and make them vital once more with prayer, and 
godliness, and the spirit of obedience, or we shall never dwell to- 
gether in peace, and be that happy people whose God is the Lord. 

It were better to discard every other agency in our efforts to 
save the nation and the world, than the Family institution. If its 
radical power be not invoked, all our toils and sacrifices will be 
fatile. If the children be not looked after, and educated and 
trained at home in their early years, in the right way, in vain will 
the State seek to guard their morals and prosper them, and the 
Church strive to win them to Christ. 

There is no agency that can be substituted for the Family. It 
is a shallow and miserable philosophy which would set it aside, or 
endeavor to improve upon it. He who knows the heart of man, 
and all the etekings of depravity, and the bearings of every sort 
of agency and influence, has himself appointed the Family, and 
invested it with all its power of influence, and its authority and 
responsibility. He has made it also a permanent and radical in- 
stitution. It belongs to all time, to universal humanity. It has 
the first and chief place assigned to it in the economy of Provi- 
dence. And from its very nature it admits of no change. It can 
not be tinkered with or modified.—This prodigious power for the 

roper social and religious training of your children — an agency 
basting with: their existence and spread out in its effects over 
their whole life —God has ordained and put into your hands, and 
you only are responsible for its exercise. No man, no association, 
no law, can take that right from you, nor share the responsibility 
with you. There is reason to fear that a change of sentiment and 
practice has come over the country on this subject. The Family 
no longer occupies that high ‘and sacred position which it did in 
the sartiee days of our history. There is less of reverence and im- 
portance attached to it. There is less attention and pains given 
to the cultivation of the home virtues, and the wise training and 
development of character under the fostering influence of parental 
‘love. Family instruction and family religion are not so faithfully 

attended to. The reins of family government are slackened. Pa- 
rental authority is not exercised and respected as it once was. The 
influence of home is less potential on character, and much of its 
sanctity is gone. Society —a modern but expressive word — has 
come, in a great degree, to take its place, and exercise its preroga- 
tives. What the Family once was to man—his instructor, his life, 
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his solace and power—Society has grown tobe. Society has come 
to overshadow the Family and dictate opinions and laws to the 
world. Society is the one idea which now early gets possession of 
the mind. Society is the influence which moulds opinions, and 
shapes character. Education has come to be essentially based on 
the tastes and maxims which prevail in Society. The family life 
is regulated by Society. Society forms the marriage contract, dis- 
of our children, and settles the grave questions involved in 
life and duty. Society steps in between the parent and the child, 
and overrules parental fear and love, and the maxims of the Bible, 
and the lessons of providence, and decides how the family power 
shall be exercised ; to what ends and on what principles our child- 
ren shall be trained. In instances without number, the hearts of 
the fathers are not turned to the children, nor the hearts of the 
children to their fathers, but both to society. There are tens of 
thousands of families in our land to-day who have no such head, 
distinct, personal, and responsible, as God ordained in the Family ar- 
rangement; they have really no father, no mother but Society. i- 
ety owns them: society rears them ; society educates them; society 
forms their principles and habits; society directs their aims and 
disposes of them. ‘The father virtually vacates his sacred office for 
a usurper to fill, The mother hands over her infant to a stranger 
to bring up; and it often draws its nourishment, its life’s blood, not 
from the mother, but from an alien. Society invades the nursery 
with its false ideas, and superstitions stories, and artificial training. 
Childhood and youth hear only of society, and are taught to thin 
only of society; and mind and heart are developed mainly with 
reference to society. A fashionable education is given them, i. e., 
they are unfitted for home lite, and home duties, and educated to 
play their part genteelly in society. And when their education is 
complete they are given over to society, and ere up to it. 

And what can be expected of those who have received such a 
training? Where is the Family institution, with its sacred rela- 
tions, and holy influences, and moulding forces, in such a state of 
things? What sort of home influence will such persons carry with 
them into life? What sort of husbands and wives, fathers and 
mothers, citizens and patriots, will they make? Can the Church 
of Christ thrive in the midst of such a generation? Will the bonds 
of social order and virtue be kept strong? Will the sacred duties 
of life be discharged by them? Will not God “smite with a 
curse” for such things ? 

I have not évercolored the picture. It is impossible to do it. A 
change has taken place—a sad and widespread change — in refer- 
ence to family training, and family religion, and the family func- 
tion. There is no denying the fact. We see the evidences of it 


on every hand. The fruits of it are too apparent not to be noted, 
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and of too serious a character not to excite alarm. We see its 
effects traced on every page of the world’s history. 

The decay of patriotism and public virtue ; the general loosening 
of the bonds of social order and peace; the alarming increase of 
crime in every form; the betrayal of trust so common; the de- 
terioration of the public morals; the frequency of precocious de- 
pravity ; the little reverence and respect paid to age and to parent- 
al authority; the extent to which political and social heresies have 
become rooted in public sentiment ; and the horrible, festering cor- 
ruption which exists in the social life of the age— blighting so 
much that is fair and good, and sapping the very foundations of 
moral virtue—all this and much beside, may be charged to the 
change I have named. It is the natural consequence of a perver- 
sion of God’s primal Institute for the training of mankind, and for 
the redemption of the race. 

This change has not come over us suddenly. It has grown upon 
us by degrees, and imperceptibly. But it is none the less real and 
great. A single generation has made its mark. If our fathers and 
mothers were to revisit the earth, they would, in a multitude of 
cases, be shocked by the change which has taken place around the 
old hearth-stone since their day. They would find that the old 
family Bible; the morning and evening hymn and prayer; the 
catechism and religious instruction; parental love and filial rever- 
ence; the flow and mingling of sentiment and sympathy in the 
home circle, and the exercise of wholesome authority and restraint, 
do not fill that place in the Family now which they did in their 
day. And this defection is not confined to worldly and irreligious 
families. The households of the professedly pious, to an alarming 
extent, show the same change. -The claims of business, and of so- 
ciety have become so numerous and so urgent, that but little time 
and strength is left for home duties. And so much of the spirit, 
and maxims, and life of society, has crept into the families of the 
righteous, as to destroy, in a measure at least, the tone of home 
feeling, lessen the anxiety of parents for the souls of their children 
and domestics, and interfere greatly with their spiritual instruction, 
and the influence of the parental relation. "How the morning 


prayer is dispatched, or omitted altogether! the world presses so. 

ow dull and languid it is at evening! so exhausting and en 

ing have been the labors and excitements of the day; or deferred 

to too late an hour for the children to be profited by it. How few 

of the evenings of the week can be spared from company, or busi- 

néss, or the club, or — lecture, or the social meeting, and 
ys 


devoted to the Family, its improvement and enjoyment. And 
when can time be found, nowadays, even on the Sabbath, with 
its three services, and its Sabbath-school and other calls, to sit 
down with our children and enforce the lessons of God’s Word 
upon their hearts, and teach and explain to them the catechism, 
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which contains in a simple form so excellent a summary of Christ- 
ian doctrine, and give them line upon line and precept upon pre- 
cept? The truth is, we have committed an error in this matter. 
Far too much of our time and effort has been divérted away 
from the Family. The Church and the State have suffered by our 
neglect of the primary education which the Family alone can se- 
cure. Parents have been too ready to lay off the responsibility 
which God has laid upon them; and vacate or make subordinate 
the post at which he has put them, and which he has made first 
and chief, for the discipline and salvation of the race. 
There can be no doubt that the Sabbath-school institution—wise 
as it is in conception, and benign in its effects—is, to a considerable 
extent, abused and perverted. It is made, far too much, to take 
the place of the parent. It is used to ease the conscience, and quiet 
the fear, of many a pious father and mother. Instead of cpealieg 
it as an auxiliary only of the family, it is made chief. Instead of 
using it as an help in the great work of rearing their children for 
God, it turns them over to it; commits their religious training al- 
most entirely to it ; and satisfies conscience by sending them regular- 
ly to it. It is to be feared that there are tens of thousands of the 
children of pious families, the baptized children of the Church, who 
are receiving very little personal religious instruction and training, 
except what they receive in the Sabbath-school. The Sabbath- 
school system is not responsible for such a result, no more than 
any other good thing is responsible for the abuse of it. The de- 
sign of it is a noble and a Christian one, and one in harmony with 
the Family arrangement. It was meant to, supply, as far as 
sible, the place of a Christian parent to the ignorant, neglected, and 
destitute children of the land—those having no parents or guardians 
to care for them, or at least no Christian home—to bring such 
under religious instruction; to become morally responsible for 
them to the Church and to society, and by the persuasives of piety 
win them to Christ. It was never meant to interfere with parental 
training ; to lessen the anxiety and faithfulness of Christian fathers 
and mothers, and heads of households, in behalf of those intrusted 
to them; or in any way to supersede God’s own wise appointment. 
So far as it does this, it is an evil, and an evil of a most serious 
character. And if suffered to go on, the most injurious consequen- 
ces may follow. There is danger to the Church, and danger to so- 
ciety, arising from the abuse of this agency. The Sabbath-school 
has grown to be a tremendous power in the land, and properly 
guarded ‘and ‘used, it is poe of doing a great work for the 
kingdom of God, and for human society. It has done such a work 
already. It has filled the place of a Christian parent to tens of 
thousands of ignorant and neglected children. It is to-day teach- 
ing the Word of life to unnumbered thousands who would never 
have come under Gospel influence but for it, and who are receiving 
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and of too serious a character not to excite alarm. We see its 
effects traced on every page of the world’s history. 

The decay of patriotism and public virtue ; the general loosening 
of the bonds of social order and peace; the alarming increase of 
crime in every form; the betrayal of trust so common; the de- 
terioration of the public morals; the frequency of precocious de- 
pravity ; the little reverence and respect paid to age and to parent- 
al authority; the extent to which political and social heresies have 
become rooted in public sentiment ; and the horrible, festering cor- 
ruption which exists in the social life of the age— blighting so 
much that is fair and good, and sapping the very drunditions of 
moral virtue—all this and much beside, may be charged to the 
change I have named. It is the natural consequence of a perver- 
sion of God’s primal Institute for the training of mankind, and for 
the redemption of the race. 

This change has not come over us suddenly. It has grown upon 
us by degrees, and imperceptibly. But it is none the less real and 
great. A single generation has made its mark. If our fathers and 
mothers were to revisit the earth, they would, in a multitude of 
cases, be shocked by the change which has taken place around the 
old hearth-stone since their day. They would find that the old 
family Bible; the morning and evening hymn and prayer; the 
catechism and religious instruction; parental love and filial rever- 
ence; the flow and mingling of sentiment and sympathy in the 
home circle, and the exercise of wholesome authority and restraint, 
do not fill that place in the Family now which they did in their 
day. And this defection is not confined to worldly and irreligious 
families. The households of the professedly pious, to an alarming 
extent, show the same change. -The claims of business, and of so- 
ciety have become so numerous and so urgent, that but little time 
and strength is left for home duties.. ink much of the spirit, 
and maxims, and life of society, has crept into the families of the 
righteous, as to destroy, in a measure at least, the tone of home 
feeling, lessen the anxiety of parents for the souls of their children 
and domestics, and interfere greatly with their spiritual instruction, 
and the influence of the parental relation. "How the morning 
prayer is dispatched, or omitted altogether! the world presses so. 

ow dull and languid it is at evening! so exhausting and en 
ing have been the labors and excitements of the day; or deferred 
to too late an hour for the children to be profited by it. How few 
of the evenings of the week can be spared from company, or busi- 
néss, or the club, or popular lecture, or the social meeting, and 
devoted to the Family, its improvement and enjoyment. And 
when can time be found, nowadays, even on the Sabbath, with 
its three services, and its Sabbath-school and other calls, to sit 
down with our children and enforce the lessons of God’s Word 
upon their hearts, and teach and explain to them the catechism, 
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which contains in a simple form so excellent a summary of Christ- 
ian doctrine, and give them line upon line and precept upon pre- 
cept? The truth is, we have committed an error in this matter. 
Far too much of our time and effort has been divérted away 
from the Family. The Church and the State have suffered by our 
neglect of the rey heeaaerpe which the Family alone can se- 
cure. Parents have been too ready to lay off the responsibility 
which God has laid upon them; and vacate or make subordinate 
the post at which he has put them, and which he has made first 
and chief, for the discipline and salvation of the race. 
There can be no doubt that the Sabbath-school institution—wise 
as it is in conception, and benign in its effects—is, to a considerable 
extent, abused and perverted. Itis made, far too much, to take 
the place of the parent. It is used to ease the conscience, and — 
the fear, of many a pious father and mother. Instead of regarding 
it as an auxiliary only of the family, it is made chief. Instead of 
using it as an help in the great work of rearing their children for 
God, it turns them over to it; commits their religious training al- 
most entirely to it ; and satisfies conscience by sending them regular- 
ly to it. It is to be feared that there are tens of thousands of the 
children of pious families, the baptized children of the Church, who 
are receiving very little personal religious instruction and trainin 
except what they receive in the Sabbath-school. The Sabbath- 
school system is not responsible for such a result, no more than 
any other good thing is responsible for the abuse of it. The de- 
sign of it is a noble and a Christian one, and one in harmony with 
the Family arrangement. It was meant to, supply, as far as 
sible, the place of a Christian parent to the ignorant, neglected, and 
destitute children of the land—those having no parents or guardians 
to care for them, or at least no Christian home—to bring such 
under religious instruction; to become morally responsible for 
them to the Church and to society, and by the persuasives of piety 
win them to Christ. It was never meant to interfere with parental 
training ; to lessen the anxiety and faithfulness of Christian fathers 
and mothers, and heads of households, in behalf of those intrusted 
to them; or in any way to supersede God’s own wise appointment. 
So far as it does this, it is an evil, and an evil of a most serious 
character. And if suffered to go on, the most injurious consequen- 
ces may follow. There is danger to the Church, and danger to so- 
ciety, arising from the abuse of this agency. The Sabbath-school 
grown to be a tremendous ey in the land, and properly 
ded ‘and used, it is capable of doing a great work for the 
gdom of God, and for human society. It has done such a work 
already. It has filled the place of a Christian parent to tens of 
thousands of ignorant and neglected children. It is to-day teach- 
ing the Word of life to unnumbered thousands who would never 
have come under Gospel influence but for it, and who are receiving 
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from it all the religious training they will ever get. We welcome 
it as a powerful auxiliary in the work of reforming and evangeliz- 
ing the world. It is doing more to restrain vice and irreligion, to 
promote ptiblic order and virtue, to elevate and Christianize the 
mass of ignorant and neglected mind in our great cities, to convert 
souls and strengthen the Church—than any other agency not di- 
rectly ordained of God. And yet it tof to be ed from 
abuse. The more valuable and effective it is, the more jealous we 
should be of it, lest it deteriorate in its aims and spirit, or come to 
lose its missionary character, and made to supersede instead of 
supplement the Family institution, as the means of raising up a 
righteous seed unto God. There would be less danger in the case, 
if human nature were not so willing to excuse itself from duty; 
so prone to shirk nsibility. Itis so convenient, and such a 
relief, to have the Sabbath-school take our children under its watch 
and care, and teach them the Word of God, and answer for their 
souls, But it will not do to depend on this, nor on any other 
ney, to train and save our children, so long as we fail to dis- 
charge the duties of Christian parents tothem. If the effect of this 
agency be to turn away “the heart of the fathers from their child- 
ren, and the heart of the children from their fathers,” it will prove 
a curse and not a blessing. 
God enforces the instruction of the text with a solemn warning: 
‘Lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” The sin to 


unished is the neglect of Family duty. Parental failure, and filial 


lure, is so great an evil, and so heinous a sin, in the sight of 
God, that he can not overlook it, but will visit the earth with a 
curse in punishment of it, and in vindication of his own institution. 
The father little reflects, when he fails to honor God as the head of 
his household ; when he restrains prayer, and neglects to instruct 
his children, and leaves them to grow up in irreligion, with natures 
unsubdued, and in habits of idleness, dissipation and disobedience— 
that he is not only laying up in store bitterness for himself, and - 
ruin for his children, but that he is also provoking the curse of 
God on the land. And the child who grows up destitute of natural 
affection, and disobedient to parental authority, who sets at naught 
the lessons and restraints of a godly home, and goes into society 
with ungoverned passions, and evil principles—he little reflects 
what an injury he is inflicting on human happiness ; how an indig- 
nant God looks upon such a son, and such a daughter; and how 
intimate are the relations of such an example, and such conduct to 
the corruption of society, and the retributions of Heaven. God is 
jealous of his own institutions; and he will not see them dishonor- 
ed and sinned against with impunity. And the Family constitution 
is of so radical a nature; it so underlies the entire fabric of human 
society, and is so essential to the prosperity, and the very existence 
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of the Church, that to pollute or weaken it, is to endanger all that 
is dear to man, both in this world and the next. 

Surely it is time to heed the warning when the curse of Al- 
mighty God is already smiting the land. There are deeper causes 
than slavery, and — heresies, and antagonistic interests and 
civilizations, which have brought this mighty calamity upon us. 
God is one of the parties in this controversy. And could we see 
the whole matter as he sees it; could we trace the curse back to 
the sin which caused it; we should find that no small part of it 
lay at the door of the Family. Parents have sinned against the 
children, by neglecting their moral and spiritual culture; and 
children have sinned against their parents, by rebelling against 
wholesome restraint and discipline, and casting away the lessons of 
home life, and rushing into society wholly unfit for its duties. The 
sacred Institute which God planted before the Fall, and which 
touches human nature in every vital point, ‘has had dishonor put 
upon it, and its Divine Author is resenting it. We have suffered 
worldliness, and irreligion, and vice, and profanity, and vanity, 
and pride to come up into the household, and pollute the very 
sanc of virtue, and poison the very fountain of life. The 
family altar, oh, in how many households has it been cast down! 
How dimly has burned the lamp of piety, for years past, in the 
dwellings of the godly even? How thorns and thistles have over- 
run the home field, while we have been concerned about other in- 
terests, and busy here and there! 

Oh! in this day of Divine rebuke, when God is correcting us for 
our sins; when all that is dear and sacred seems imperiled, and 
when nothing but reformation, a sincere, and thorough, can 
save us, let “the heart of the fathers,” first of all, “ be turned to 
the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers.” Our 
rulers, our statesmen, our armies, can never work out salvation for 
us. Our deliverance and enlargement, if it ever come, must come 
chiefly through the Family institute. We must begin with the 

oung, and educate and raise up another and better generation. 

he work of rebuilding, what suicidal hands have torn down, and 
what the tides of irreligion, and worldliness, and corruption have 
worn away, must begin with the Family. Here all thorough and 
abiding reformations must always begin. This radical foundation 
God laid in Eden, and laid again after the flood, and laid afresh in 
the family of Abraham. On this foundation all the prophets stood, 
and by virtue of it Christ was born into the world, aa separated 
for his work. Let us hallow the Family institution. Let us rise 
up and build every one over against his own wall. Let us seek 
devoutly to make the Family a type of heaven; a perennial foun- 
tain of holy influences; a power in the earth, to restrain depravity, 
and build up the kingdom of God. 





THE PRAYER-MEETING. 


For The Prayer-Meeting. 
Bread cast upon the Waters. 


“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for 
thou shalt find it after many days.” —Ec- 
CLESIASTES 11 ; 1. 


Yzxars ago it fell to my lot to 
minister the last sad offices of love 
and duty to a dying saint. She 
was the wife of a country pastor, 
the center of many fond hopes and 
loves —a young mother, who, in 
the bloom of early womanhood, 
had received her summons to de- 
part. She was not terrified, for 
years before she had renounced 
the pomps and vanities of this 
world, of which she was naturally 
fond, and found peace and life in 
Jesus. And now, during many 
weary months of decay and suf- 
fering, she had been watching and 
waiting for the unseen messenger. 
All was serenity and joy in her 
soul. The work of personal pre- 
paration was all done. The strug- 
gle of parting with ‘life and the 
world, with husband and children, 
with an affectionate people and a 
large circle of loved friends was 
ended. But there *was one bur- 
den yet on her heart—one work 
still to be accomplished. That 
burden pressed heavy, and cast 
the only shadow that fell on her 
happy soul. And summoning all 
her strength she was enabled to 
lift off that last burden, and do 
her last work. 

She had a father whom 


she 
dearly loved, and who doated on 
and was proud of his daughter. 


But he was an ungodly man. If 
not an infidel, he had little regard 
for religion. He was all-engross- 
ed in the world, and there seemed 
little if any hope for him. The 
prayers and example of her moth- 
er (now dead) were lost upon 
him; child after child had been 
torn from him, but his proud 
heart seemed to grow more stub- 
born ; gray hairs preached to him, 
but he was deaf to all appeals, and 
was aman that could not be a 
proached by the ministers of reli- 
gion; and during her sickness she 
had often entreated him to: make 
the journey, and see his dying 
child once more. But in this she 
was disappointed. He was afraid 
of death; afraid of his own dying 
child ! , 

It was a wide waste of waters, 
but that emaciated and trembling 
hand cast the bread of faith upon 
it, and heaven saw and rewarded 
the act. 

With her own hand she wrote 
a long, affectionate, and faithful 
farewell letter to her father. The 
effort cost her great suffering of 
mind and body. Bolstered up in 
bed, with tearful eyes and a trem- 
bling hand, she, day by day, as 
her strength would allow, went 
on with her work till it was fin- 
ished, and then the burden was 
felt no more ; she had nothing to 
live for longer. The peace of 
heaven filled and overflowed her 
soul, she laid her head upon the 
pillow and sweetly fell asleep in 
Jesus. 
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But that farewell letter! Of its 
contents I will not write. It was 
such a letter as an affectionate, 
pious, dying child would naturally 
write to an irreligious, worldly, 
and aged father, whom she should 
not see again till the judgment 
day, and who had hitherto with- 
stood all appeals, and hardened 
his neck under the severest chas- 
tisements. The letter was signed 
and sealed in her presence, to be 
forwarded as soon as she was 
dead. This was done, and the 
mail carried it safely to the be- 
reaved father. What impression 
it made on his mind at the time is 
not known; but it had no effect 
on his outward life. The solemn 


and deeply affecting farewell ap- 
peal of his child was unheeded 
amid the cares of business and the 
pursuits of the world. The letter 
was read and put away from sight 
in his desk among other letters 


and papers of little or noi nterest. 
The faith of Géd’s dear dying 
child seemed to be void. The 
bread had been upon the waters 
a long while, and there were no 
signs of good to come from it. It 
seemed to all who knew him that 
that hardened and aged sinner 
would die as he had lived; but 
hold! A thousand years with 
the Lord are but asa day. There 
is yet one unseen tie holding that 
sinner within reach of mercy. 
The promise is sure. 

Years wear away. Twelve sum- 
mers have fled since the hand 
that feebly traced that letter 
mouldered to dust; and during 
all those years that father continu- 
ed his course of ungodliness and 
all-engrossing worldliness. But 
suddenly the hand of disease is 
Jaid upon him. Wearisome days 
and nights are appointed unto 
him; his strength gradually fails 
him; he begins to feel that his 
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days are numbered.° “Confined to 
his room, he at length endeavors 
to arrange his worldly matters 
with reference to the fearful 
change which he saw was inev- 
itable and nigh. In examining 
some papers one day he drew out 
the long-forgotten farewell letter, 
which a beloved child’s love had 
dictated, and a dying saint’s pray- 
ers and tears had embalmed. 
With a trembling hand he takes 
it, and with a bursting heart he 
reads it, every word of it. The 
spirit of God had dictated that 
epistle, love inspired it, Providence 
had brought it safely from the 
West to the banks of the Hudson, 
and deposited it securely in his 
desk till now, and the hour has 
come for it to do its work. Oh! 
that letter! it is as one sent from 
the dead to warn him. The image 
of his loved lost one is before him, 
bathed in tears, silently beseech- 
ing him to make his peace with 
God. There comes a voice from 
that letter, so familiar and so lov- 
ing that he can not but listen, and 
at the same time so solemn and so 
in earnest that he is startled and 
made to tremble. Death is preach- 
ing to him now, and conscience is 
preaching as never before. The 
promise of God is being verified : 
“Cast thy bread upon the waters : 
for thou shalt find it after many 
days.” ‘That bread which a child, 
twelve years gone by, had cast 
forth from her death-bed, now 
brought life and peace to her fa- 
ther’s soul. Alone in his cham- 
ber, with only that letter to ad- 
monish and entreat, after all other 
means and instrumentalities had 
failed, that aged father prostrat- 
ed himself before God and opened 
his, heart to religious truth, and 
gave evidence before his death 
that he had found ie ty st 





Be Faithful. 

A wercuant and ship-owner of 
New-York was standing at the en- 
trance of his warehouse, conversin 
with a gentleman on business. 

ious sailor, belonging to one of 
his vessels, came to the warehouse 
to enter it, but, observing that the 
door was occupied, immediately 
stepped aside, not willing to inter- 
rupt the conversation. 

ile waiting there he heard 

the name of Jesus profanely used, 
and, on turning to look, he ob- 
served that it was his employer 
who was speaking.  Instantl 
changing his position, and stand- 
ing in front of the gentlemen with 
his head uncovered and his hat un- 
der his arm, he addressed the mer- 
chant in this language : 

“Sir, will you excuse me if I 
speak a word to you?” 


The gentleman, recognizing him 
as one of the crew of his vessel re- 
cently arrived, and, supposing he 


might have something to say about 
the business of his ship, told him 
to speak on. 

“You won’t be offended then, 


THE PRAYER-MEETING. 


eyes filled with tears, and he 
said : 

“ My good fellow, God helpi 
me, I will never again take’ the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ the 
Saviour in vain.” 

“Thank you, sir,” said the hon- 
est tar; and, putting on his hat, he 
went away to his work.—Presby- 
terian Almanac. 


Convictions by the Holy Spirit. 


Tuer: is a touching and tender 
warning to those who are careless 
in their sins, and especially to 
those who have been awakened to 
the great concerns of the soul, in 
such incidents as the following. 
There are doubtless many more 
similar cases, which are never: re- 
corded, save in the book of God’s 
remembrance. 

Some years ago, a young man 
in a neighboring State, was deeply 
convicted of his sins. He was in 
great agony of mind for many 
days, spent much time in his closet 
with his Bible, and made frequent 
visit to his pastor for counsel. His 


sir, with a poor, ignorant sailor, if feelings were more pungent than 


he tells you his feelings?” said he. 

“ Certainly not,” replied the 
merchant. 

* Well, then, sir,” said the hon- 
est-hearted sailor, with much feel- 
ing, “ will you be so kind as not to 
take the name of my blessed Jesus 
in vain? He is a good Saviour! 
He took my feet out of ‘the hor- 
rible pit and miry clay, and estab- 
lished my goings.’ O sir! don’t, 
if you please, take the name of my 
Master, the Lord Jesus, in vain! 
He is your Creator as well as mine, 
- and He has made you, and pre- 
serves you, and is always doing 
you good.” ° 

This was said with so much ear- 
nestness and feeling, that the gen- 
tleman was quite touched. His 


usual, and at last he seemed on the 
point of accepting the Saviour as 
the only way of pardon. His pas- 
tor hoped that at the next inter- 
view he might find him a rejoicing 
believer. 

But at the next visit he seemed 
less interested than before, and the 
pastor soon found that a wicked 
companion was trying to draw 
him back again to worldly pleas- 
ures. He warned him of the 
great peril of trifling with the 
Spirit’s influences, and besought 
him to make an instant surrender 
to Christ. The young man was 
deeply affected, but after leaving 
his pastor fell in again with his 
companion, and lacking moral 
courage to be true to himself, 
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joined with him in ridiculing some to the weather-beaten passenger 


of the peculiar features of the re- 
vival, From that time his serious- 
ness disappeared. He forsook the 
sanctuary, became a profane and 
reckless man, a notorious opposer 
of the truth, and in a few years, 
was taken away by a sudden and 
fearful death, without a moment’s 
warning to prepare to meet God. 


Rest in Christ. 


SovL-TROUBLES are spending, 
wasting troubles; the pains of a 
distressed conscience are the most 
acute pains. A poor soul would 
fain be at rest, but knows not 
where ; he tries this duty and 
that, but finds none. At last, in 
away of believing, he casts him- 
self with his burthen of guilt and 
fear upon Christ, and there is the 
rest his soul desired. Christ and 
rest come together. Till faith 


bring you to the bosom of Jesus, 


you can find no true rest. The 
soul is rolling and tossing, sick 
and weary, upon the billows of its 
own guilt and fears. Now the soul 
is come like a ship tossed with 
storms and tempests, out of a rag- 
ing ocean into the quiet harbor ; 
or like a lost sheep that hath been 
wandering in weariness, hunger, 


as Christ is to a broken-hearted 
sinner. This brings the soul to a 
sweet repose.—Flavel. 


Prayer-Meeting Thermometer. 


TE common use of a thermo- 
meter is well known to all to meas- 
ure the degree of heat, the tem- 
perature of the atmosphere, of an 
thing else in which it is placed. 
So there is a spiritual thermometer 
which shows the warmth of the 
prayer-meeting and the state of the 
atmosphere in a church. In the 
Fulton-Street Prayer-Meeting, for 
illustration, no one can well doubt 
the state of the spiritual atmos- 
phere who attends the daily meet- 
ings. The warmth, the glow of 
deep feeling, the earnest prayers, 
the tender and touching appeals, 
the facts related in answer to pray- 
er, the tearful eye, and sometimes 
the sob from some bursting heart, 
indicate the spiritual atmosphere 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
The contrast between such a scene 
and such an atmosphere and that 
of a cold and lukewarm church is 
great. 

When the church is warm it 
shows it; and when it is cold it 


and danger, into the fold. Is a just as unmistakably indicates it; 


soft bed in a quiet chamber sweet 
to one that is spent and tired with 
travel? Is the sight of a shore 
sweet to the shipwrecked mariner 
that looks for nothing but death? 
Much more sweet is Christ to a 
soul: that comes to him pressed in 
conscience and broken in spirit, 
under the sinking weight of sin. 
How did the Italians rejoice after 
a long and dangerous voyage to 
see Italy again—crying, with loud 
and united voices, (which made the 
very heavens ring again,) “Italy! 


and all the way up and down the 
scale we may there read its condi- 
tion. All that it is necessary to 
do to learn the true state of things 
in this respect is to consult the ther- 
mometer. But there is a a 
analogy here between natural an 
spiritual things. And where the at- 
mosphere in a church is cold means 
should be at once taken to pape | 
this sad state of things. Let 
member go and take a live coal 
from off the altar of prayer, and 
come together in the prayer-meet- 


Italy!” But no shore is so sweet ing, and while they are musing the 
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fire will burn, and the Spirit will 
come down, and souls will be con- 
verted unto God. 


I will be Serious. 


Facts, incidents, anecdotes in 
the lives of men, embodying im- 
portant truths, have a language of 
their own, and seem to speak to 
survivors long a terward. 

Mr. Simeon, a good and holy 
man, full of faith and the Holy 
Ghost, eminent in his ministe- 
rial labors in England for many 

ears, used to — a picture of 

enry Martyn in his room, and 
every time he looked at it, as he 
said, “It seemed to say, ‘ Be se- 
rious, Simeon, be serious,” and 
the good man would make it a lit- 
tle bow, and say: “I will be seri- 
ous, Henry, [I will be serious.” 
Ah! it would be well for us all to 
keep a Henry Martyn before us, 
or better still, Henry Martyn’s 
Master. It is only by constant 
prayer that we shall be enabled to 
“lay aside every weight,” and to 
run well “the race set before us.” 


Contrast between Christ’s Humilia- 
tion and His Exaltation. 

“Tr is far otherwise with him 
now than it was in the days of his 
humiliation here on earth. It were 
good to compare in our thoughts 
the abasement of Christ and his 
exaltation together. He was born 
in a stable, but now he reigns in 
his royal palace. Then he had a 
manger for his cradle, but now he 
sits on a chair of state. Then 
oxen and asses were his com- 
panions, now thousands of saints, 
and ten thousand of angels, min- 
ister about his throne. Then in 
contempt they called him the car- 
penter’s son, now he obtains a 
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more excellent name than angels. 
Then he was led away into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil, now it is proclaimed before 
him: ‘Let all the angels of God 
worship him.’ Then he had not 
a place to lay his head on, now he 
is exalted to be heir of all things. 
In his state of humiliation, he en- 
dured contradiction of sinners ; in 
his state of exaltation he is adored 
and admired by saints and angels. 
Then he had no form or comeli- 
ness ; now the beauty of his coun- 
tenance shall send forth such glo- 
rious beams as shall dazzle the 
eyes of all the celestial inhabitants 
round about him.” 


Genuine Christian Love. 


Ler him that hath ingenuity 
plan, and him that hath strength 
labor, and him that hath money 
give, and him that hath none of 
these, as well as him that hath all 
of them, bow the knee, and with 
the faith of Abraham and the 
fervor of Elijah, pray that the 


_ kingdoms of this world may be- 


come the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ. To believe our 
neighbor immortal, and yet in 
our love to regard and treat 
him only as a mortal; to know 
he has a soul, and yet to feel no 
concern and take no care of his 
soul; to feed him with the bread 
that perisheth, and yet never offer 
his famishing spirit a morsel of 
the bread of heaven; to find him 
fainting with thirst,and yet give 
him none of the waters of life; to 
help him along through this brief 
world, and yet never seek to throw 
one kindly influence upon his im- 
mortal course, can not be to love 
our neighbor as God intended we 
should. 





